MALTA AND THE AMERICAN PRESIDENTS
General Ulysses Grant
The 18th President of the USA

Grant was the Commanding General of
the United States Army from 1864 to 1869.
He worked closely with President Abraham
Lincoln to lead the Union Army to victory over
the Confederacy in the American Civil War.
Grant won two presidential
elections, first in 1968 and
subsequently
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barked on a two-year long
world tour. During this time
he visited Malta. The following is the account of his
travel to Malta:

“ Malta was reached on
the 28th, one of he
strongholds of which,
with Gibraltar, gives England such a preponderance of power in the Mediterranean. The
vessel swung to her moorings alongside a
huge iron –clad of the British navy, and
fired her salute of twenty-one guns, which
were no sooner answered that the Duke
of Edinburgh, commanding it, presented
himself.
Grant received him courteously, and after
presenting the gentlemen standing by his
side, led the way to the cabin, where they
engaged in conversation for nearly an

hour. On leaving, the duke invited General
Grant and his family to his palace, at San
Antonio, some four miles from town. They
accepted the invitation, and drove out to
it under a glowing sun. Luncheon and a
stroll through the orange groves followed.
Grant next visited the
governor, and was received
in state, a regiment of soldiers being drawn up in
front of the palace, to do
him honor. Then came a
state dinner, after which all
went to the opera, the orchestra playing the “Star
Spangled Banner” as the
General entered the door,
the music almost drowned
by the thundering cheers
with which he was received.
Invitations crowded on Grant here, but he
declined them all, and spent the time in
strolling about the palace. The day after
he embarked on the “Vandalia”, which
once more turned her prow seaward, and
amid the music of the bands on board the
“Triton” playing our national airs, passed
out of the harbor and took her leave of
Malta. “
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